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For the lakhs o f  blind voters in 
India there is no secret ballot. 

They have no option bu t to take 
the help o f  a com panion or elec­
tion official to  vote, in the absence 
o f  ballot papers in Braille o r any 
o ther special facility.

W hile m ost agree tha t Braille 
ballot papers m ay no t help, con­
sidering that only five to seven per 
cent o f  the blind are educated, they 
say som ething should be done to 
m ake things easier for them .

“ I w ould like to  ask, how do we 
vote? How can one be absolutely 
sure that the com panion o r official 
we take would cast the vote we 
want. T hat person can even try to 
influence us,” says business execu­
tive Preeti Singh.

"I have never voted because o f 
th is,” says Preeti, who has never 
let her blindness com e between her 
and success.

Providing ballot papers in 
Braille is not feasible, says the 
Election C om m ission. Besides, 
only a fraction o f  the blind popula­
tion can read Braille, an election 
official says.

T here are three m illion blind 
voters, as per the N ational Sample 
Survey R eport o f  1991. According 
to  W H O ’s 1991 survey, there are 
12 m illion blind over the age o f  18 
in the country. A ccording to an­
o ther survey there are 87 lakh. The 
disparity  in figures is strangely not 
looked into and there has been no 
formal survey after that.

“ If Braille is too difficult, they

to reconsider voting rights o f blind
can go in for em bossing o f  the 
symbols, which even 'the  illiterate 
can understand. W hether they do 
it for all the ballot papers o r ju s t a 
few is up to them , bu t som ething 
should be done,” says Preeti.

A num ber o f  blind people in In ­
dia are not even aware that they 
have the right to vote, she says. 
“Very o ften y o u  have to fight with 
the polling official that you have 
the right to  take in a com panion 
into the booth. A nd not everyone 
can fight.”

Things get tougher when it 
com es to the uneducated, poor 
blind. Som etim es party workers 
com e and drive them  to the booth, 
prom ising to be the com panion. 
T heirs is really a blind vote.

“The blind are as much a part o f  
the social situation. Even in rural 
areas, they are qu ite  active. But the 
polling process for them  is no t an 
independent one. They have to de­
pend on som eone reliable,” says A 
K M ittal, principal, blind school, 
Blind R elief Association o f  Delhi.

“ We get reports that people in 
rem ote areas o f  som e states like 
U tta r Pradesh, B ihar are no t able 
to  vote, because the ir votes are al­
ready cast. But again, there is no 
authen tic  survey to substantiate 
this con ten tion ,” says M r M ittal.

Talking o f  Braille, he says 
m aybe it w ould be difficult to have 
Braille ballot papers, but postal 
ballot could help.

“ There is no secret ballot for us. 
But there is no alternative,” says J 
L Kaul, All India C onfederation o f 
Blind.

“ Braille would have been possi­

ble if  all the blind were educated,” 
says M r Kaul, who has always vo­
ted, generally taking as a com pa­
nion a w orker o f the party  he 
w ants to vote for. “ This way I am 
sure o f  my vote.”  He says that the 
EC can at least keep the record of 
how m any blind voted.

T he visually im paired people 
are totally involved in the election 
process, says M r N arayanan, ex­
ecutive secretary, Blind R elief As­
sociation o f  Delhi.

They take the help o f  the polling 
officer, he says, “ how can there be 
Braille ballot sheets, when they do 
not even do regular surveys to find 
out how m any blind people there 
are?” asks M r N arayanan.

“ Braille is a very good point, but 
the problem  with it w ould be that 
our staff, counting the votes, will 
not understand it,” says ch ief elec­
toral officer T  T Joseph.

Talking o f  special facilities for 
the blind and o ther.handicapped  
people, he says they can take any 
com panion o f  their choice o r take 
the help o f  a polling officer.

“The handicapped should apply 
for posjal ballot,” he suggests.

Postal ballots for the handicap­
ped is a good idea, says M r M ittal.

Ms Preeti too says tha t postal 
ballot may possibly help as long as , 
there is no m anipulation  o f the 
votes. “ They can have separate 
booths for the handicapped,” she 
says.

C onsidering tha t 10 per cent o f 
Ind ia’s population is disabled, 
their voting rights should be taken 
into consideration, she says.(p t ij |_


